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DATING YOUR HOUSE TIMELINE 
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FOOTINGS & 
FOUNDATIONS 

Stone foundation   

Rubble trench foundations   

Double-wythe brick   

Concrete block 

 Poured concrete  

EXTERIOR STRUCTURE 

Solid masonry - 2 wythes of brick   

 Aluminum siding 

  Vinyl siding 

 Brick veneer  

FLOORS 

Plank subfloor (1900-1970)  

 Plywood subfloor  

 Chipboard subfloors 

PLUMBING 

Copper waste pipes   

Galvanized pipes  

Cast iron drains  

Lead pipes  

 Plastic waste pipes introduced 

 PEX Kitec plumbing 
(1995-2007) 

 

 Improved PEX products (2007) 

ELECTRICAL 

Knob & tube wiring  

 Aluminum wiring  

 3-prong ground wiring introduced 

 Copper wiring 

INSULATION 

Newsprint and paper  

 Cellulose (chemically treated, shredded paper, blow in insulation, fibreglass) 

 Asbestos  

 Vermiculite  

 R-Values introduced Insulation lifespan improves to 100 years (1978) 

WALL FINISHES 

Lead paint (interior & exterior)  

Lathe & plaster  

 Drywall 

 Lead paint (exterior only)  


