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By Anna Sewell (1820-1878) 

Black Beauty is Anna Sewell’s first and only novel. The story is told in the “first 
person” (or first horse) as an autobiographical memoir of a highbred horse 
named Black Beauty, from his carefree days as a foal on an English farm, to his 
difficult life pulling cabs in London, to his happy retirement in the country. 
Along the way, he meets with many hardships and recounts many tales of 
cruelty and kindness. Each short chapter recounts an incident in Black 
Beauty’s life containing a lesson or moral typically related to the kindness, 
sympathy, and understanding treatment of horses. (Summary from 
wikipedia.org) 

Read by Kara Shallenberg, Kristin Luoma, Brad Bush, Betsie Bush, 
Sureka Goringe, Laura Fox, Judith Brown, fastfinge, Chris Peterson, Sean 
McGaughey, Cynthia Lyons, Laura O’Neill, Barbara Harvey, Linton, Annie 
Coleman, Chris Vee, Meredith Hughes, Patti McCoy, & Cyrus Farivar.  
Total Running Time: 06:14:54. 

This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or 
modified without permission. For more information or to volunteer, visit 
librivox.org. 

Cover picture by Robert L. Dickey (1911). Copyright expired in US, Canada, EU and all 
countries with author’s life +70 yrs laws. Cover design by Janette Brown. This design 
is in the public domain.  
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