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L i v i n g  o n  H a l f  a  D i m e  a  D a y  

How to live on 5 cents a day! How to survive financial ruin without losing your 
house! How to keep to a bare bones budget and still have money left over to 
buy books! Tough questions! They were tough questions even in the 1870’s, 
when  Sarah Elizabeth Harper Monmouth penned her quirky memoir, the 
subtitle  of  which  was “How a Lady,  Having Lost  a Sufficient  Income from 
Government Bonds by Misplaced Confidence, Reduced to a Little Homestead 
Whose Entire Income is But .00 per Annum, Resolved to Hold It, Incurring no 
Debts and Live Within it. How She has Lived for Three Years and Still Lives 
on Half a Dime a Day.” Sarah Elizabeth (‘Lizzie‘) Monmouth, born in 1829, 
was a Civil War widow, living on a run-down small farm in New Hampshire, 
when her investments imploded. She awoke one morning to find herself poor 
- an old roof above her, “dearer than life,” but “not a dollar of money left.” 

R e a d  f o r  L i b r i v o x  b y             S u e  A n d e r s o n
T o t a l  r u n n i n g  t i m e                    1 : 1 6 : 1 8 

This LibriVox recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed or modified without 
permission. The LibriVox objective is to make all books in the public domain available, for free, in 

audioformat on the Internet. For more information, or to volunteer, please visit librivox.org

Cover designed by Availle.This design is in the public domain.

Living on Half a Dim
e a Day     S. E. Harper M

onm
outh


